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Land Use and Economic Development

As communities struggle to retain tax revenues and maintain essential services, reconfiguring
zoning codes may not come to mind as a top priority. However, communities should consider
how their built and natural environments function as an economic development tool. The
relationship between single-family homes, schools, grocery stores, office buildings and parks
impacts safety, transportation and the environment. The development pattern of a community
affects its identity and quality of life--a crucial factor in the decision-making process for business
location.
Do zoning regulations help create
livable communities?
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areas. Thus, residential areas are separated by level of density and from
commercial and industrial uses. The results of such zoning have been, in

many cases, largely forgettable communities with cookie-cutter businesses
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Form-Based Code
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How do form-based codes differ from
traditional zoning regulations?
Form-based codes are a fairly new tool in
planning. These codes are based on the
idea that the form of the building and
related elements should be a higher priority
than the use within the building. Such codes
== = === consider the context of development--
|nd|V|duaI buildings and their relatlonshlp to each other and to the public
realm. They are typically filled with graphics and illustrations, rather than

text. Most form-based codes encourage quality building design and

materials, promote a mix of uses within a building, and foster pedestrian-

oriented development. They require significant pre-planning and are
Awards & Honors generally more prescriptive in the regulatory approach.
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should also consider how insufficient or failing infrastructure impacts land
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Did You Know? Is there a better pattern for
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Each book features aunique  gtraet by street basis, if desired, the kind of building form that would
location in southeast . . . . .
Michigan: Birmingham, Royal ac_hleve _the deS|re_d con_1mun|ty identity. It makes reco_mmendatlo_ns on the
Oak, and Northville's Mill Race  built environment, including open space, that can provide the basis for
Historical Village. Formore  gdditional land use regulations and guidelines, such as a form-based code.

information go t Rod Amoyo's 4 -4 a1s0 be used as a foundation for infrastructure and transportation
Photography Web Site. |
plans.

Development codes for the future. Not all communities will need
form-based codes to implement their vision as illustrated in the pattern
book. Of those that do choose form-based codes, most will not require this
approach for all geographic areas of the community. For example, existing
areas developed as single-family residential neighborhoods will not likely
benefit from such codes. Form-based codes represent a new way of
thinking about the land use puzzle. In today's economy, communities must
consider how the puzzle pieces (elements in the built and natural
environment) can work together to increase local opportunities for
economic development and preservation of community character.

Top photo credit: www.newurbanism.org

Middle photo - from the City of Rochester Draft Form-Based Code, prepared by Birchler Arroyo
Associates, Inc.

Bottom photo - from the recently completed Pattern Book for the Thompson Road Corridor in Fenton
Township, prepared by Birchler Arroyo Associates, Inc.

We'd love to hear from you! If you would like more information on the above articles, or if you have
any other planning or traffic-related questions, please feel free to contact us. Our email addresses
are our first initial and last name, followed by @pbirchlerarroyo.com. Our main phone number is
248.423.1776. Extensions are noted below:

Rod Arroyo x 11 | JillBahm x 16 | Rebecca Bessey x 15 | David Birchler x 12 |

David Campbell x 13 | Michele Ciscon x 24 | Stacey Dogonski x 10 | Sheila Starks x 21 |

Bill Stimpson x 22 | Kathy Wyrosdick x 14
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