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MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING THE POTENTIAL DEVELOPFMENT OF
THE WETZEL RECREATION AREA BETWEEN LENOX TOWNSHIF AND THE
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF SATURAL RESOURCES

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, signed this __ 9 day of
tﬂmﬂ , 20005, between Lenox Township, hereinafter referred o as the "TOWNSHIE," and
the Michigan Deparoment of Natural Resources, hereinafter referred 1o as "DINE,”

The purpose of this Memo of Understanding between Lenox Township and the State of
Michigan Depariment of Natwral Resourees, Parks and Recreation Division, 18 to serve as 2 working
platform for funber discussions and planning regarding the Wetzel Recreation Area that is Jocated in
Lenox Township. This Memeo of Understanding anses oul of 3 meeting between representatives of the
Depanment of Natural Resources and Lenox Township that took place on October 21, 2004. By signing
this Mema of Understanding, the Department of Natural Resources understands that Lencx Township s
not necessarily bound 1o develop the Wetzel Recreation Area at its expense, and Lenox Township agrees
that the Department of Natural Rescurces 15 not bound to develop Wetzel Recreation Area ab thas hme at
all. Rather, this Memo of Understanding simply confirms the discussions of the panies to dale and
serves 33 3 working agresment Lo continise with those discussions and to provide a process for future
discussions regarding the development of the Wetzel Recreation Area.

The Wetzel Recreation Area, formerly known a5 the Wetrel State Park, 15 not developed ar this
time, and the Depanment of Matural Resources, based wpon budgetary resiraimts and development
priorities, kas no current plans to develop the Weazel Recreation Area in the near future.

Lenox Township, who has mo legal obligation whatsoever o develop the Wezel Recremtion
Area, has the fisances o develop the Welze]l Recreation Area ot its expense and has expressed a
willingness 1o do so. Lenox Township believes that the development of the Wetzel Recreation Area
would benefit Lenox Township residents, would improve the public image of Lenox Townshap, woald
draw users 1o Lenox Township, and would be consistem with ihe Depanment of Natuzal Resources”
policy of attempting 10 provide additional public Recreation apportunities in the vicinity of Metropalitan
Detroit,

Although botk parties recognize that the mitigation of wetlands is in the State of Michigan's best
interests, both parties would prefer that the Wetzel Recreation Area nol be used as a bank for mitigated
wetlands from oiber aseas, as 3 bank for mitigated wetlands would not provide potential Wetzel
Recreation Area users with the types and range of recreational uses that the pasties are contemplating in
this Memo of Understanding. The Department of Natural Resources has indicated that ne further areas
of the Wetzel Recrealion Area are committed to mitigated wetlands at this ime and that the Depaniment
of Matural Resources, Parks and Recreation Divasion, will do what it can 1o insare that no furher areas
of the Wetrel Recreation Area are commitied 10 the development of mitigated wetlands from other
areas, dusing the time that further discussions and planning takes place.

Altough Lenox Township has expressed an interest in developing the Wetzel Recreation Area
consistent with the Department of Natural Resources Master Flan for than area, both parties agree to be
completely flexible in terms of how, or if, the Weizel Recreation Area is developed. This flexibility
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includes, but is pot limited 10, issues such as whether the Wetzel Recreation Area is developed as a day
park as opposed 10 affording ovemight camping; whether the area is developed in phases or not; how
much of the area is developed and/or preserved for hunting; the types and features of recreational use;
and the issues of who administers and imcurs the expenses of adminisiration of the Welzel Recreation
Area once developed,

The Depanment of Natural Resources recognizes that this is an unusual opporiunity to have the
Wetzel Recreation Area developed with mo, or litthe, expense to the State of Michigan. The Depariment
of Natural Resources commends Lenox Township for this unwsual opportunity and promises fo endeavor
1o take advantage of this unusual opportunity and do what it can consistent with existing policies and
regulations 1o bring the development of the Wetzel Recreation Area to fruition in accordance with this
agreement.

To take advantage of this unusual opportunity, the Department of Natural Resources has agreed
1o go forward with the discussions and processes set forth in this agreement on the fastess track that is
possible. The Department of Matural Resources recognizes that Lenox Township has stated that the
typical Department of Matural Resources planning time of one or two years is unacceptable and that
Lenox Township will not extend this generous offer to the Department of Natural Resources unless the
planning processes are completed as quickly as possible. Accordingly, the parties have agreed to
consider having the planning done by private consultants a1 Lenox Township’s expense in accordance
with Department of Natural Resources’ planning guidelines and planning policies. However, subject to
further discussions, Lenox Township is not bound 1o pay for private consulting unless and until Lenox
Township subsequenily agrees io do 50,

The sccondary purpose of this Memo of Understanding is to have each of the parties declare thear
informal partnership 1o cach other regarding this possible development. If the parties can ultimately
agres on plans for the Weizel Recreation Area as well as the subsequent administration of i, it is the
intention of the parties to enter into a formal, binding agreemnent at that time.

In this regard, both parties recognize that there is no precedent for the type of offer that Lenox
Township has made to the Depaniment of Natural Resources and, as a consequence, both of the parties
agree to be open minded and flexible as funther discussions take place.

Mo commitments of any nature have been made by cither party during discussions to date or as a
result of this Memo of Understanding. Neither party to this agreement is bound by any verbal
representations made to date or by anything contained herein. Rather, the purpose of this tentative
agreement is to simply serve as a framework for future discussions, at which time the parties may. or
may not, enter into a formal, binding agreement.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TOWNSHIP:

Although neither party shall be legally bound by this agreement, the TOWNSHIF pledges 1o be
flexible, apen minded, cooperative, and partnerlike towards the DNR with regard to any discussions and
developments that follow as a result of the Meme of Understanding.
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RESPON ITIES " MR
Although neither party shall be legally bound by this agresment, the DNE plcdgr:-s_m be .ﬂ:th:.
open minded, cooperative, and partnerlike towards the TOWNSHIP with regard to any discussions and
developments that follow as a result of the Memo of Understanding.

N WITNESS WHEREOF, the panties hereto, through their duly authorized agents and represeniatives,
s&1 their hands the day and year first written above.

Signed in the presence of: LENOX TOWNSHIP

John B, iérdn:r. Lenox Township Supervisor

MM Date: 3!3}:: i

Signed in the presence of: MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESCURCES

I SCWEIN - ey, _M W

An authorized representative of the State of
Michigan Depantment of Matural Resources,
Parks and Reereation Division

Date: Hfg‘?fﬂf
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