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Public Participation Program Results 
A very important aspect of the General Management Plan (GMP) process is public participation. For Wetzel State Recreation 
Area GMP, the public participation program consisted of two workshops and an on-line survey. Additionally there was an 
open invitation to the public to submit comments by telephone, fax, email or mail/drop-off to the Lenox Township Hall. The 
results of the public participation initiatives are presented on  the following pages.  
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ID

Within 10 
minute drive

Within 30 
minute drive

Within 60 
minute drive

Greater than 60 
minute drive

How far do you live from Wetzel SRA?

1/wk 1/mo 1/season Never 1/wk 1/mo 1/season Never 1/wk 1/mo 1/season Never 1/wk 1/mo 1/season Never
1 X X X X
2 X X X X
3 X X X X
4 X X X X
5 X X X X
6 X X X X
7 X X X X
8 X X X X
9 X X X X

10 X X X X
11 X X X X
12 X X X X
13 X X X X
14 X X X X
15 X X X X
16 X X X X
17 X X X X
18 X X X X
19 X X X X
20 X X X X
21 X X X X
22 X X X X

ID

How often do you vist Wetzel SRA each season?

Spring  Fall WinterSummer

Wetzel State Recrea- tion Area 
On-line Survey Results 

Posted 9/4/06 to 10/9/06 

1. 

2. 
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1
2 Outdoor education and interpretation.  Increase 6 times per year.    Additional trails and interprative signage.  

3 I am Happy with things the way they are. I now visit the park 2 - 3 times a week weather permiting spring summer 
and fall.  Flying model airplanes   Hiking  Watching the wild life while hiling.

4 Longer walking trail would be a plus. 
5
6 Retention of Radio Control Flying  Natural Habitat with major influx of hikers, bikers, etc...
7 Nature Center.  Would visit once a month
8 none
9

10 There is a need for horse trails.I know of at least 2 dozen people who would use the trails on a weekly basis and 
many more who would ride there if trails were available.

11 more hiking trails

12 No additional activities needed. Any new activities will not increase my visits. Loss of the RCCD flying field will 
result in no visits a year.

13
14 horseback riding 20 times / year    rollerblading 10 times / year
15
16 I like the park the way it is now
17 Not interested in any new activites there.
18 dog training  horse trails
19 continue park usage as it is

20 At this point, there are no new activities I can see me participating at Wetzel.  I'd rather not see more hiking, 
horse back riding or any RV/ATV activities at the park.

21
The addition of a 5+ miles of Hiking/Equestrian trails would increase my useage to atlease onece a week during 
Spring through Fall.    The addition of a Rustic Camping/Equestrian Rustic Camping area I would use at lease 
once a month.

22 I like it the way it is.

Please list the new activities that you would like to see at Wetzel Recreation Area
and indicate the number of new visits per year if the activity is added. ID

1  
2 Hiking, hunting, dog training, birding, relaxing.

3 Flying model airplanes and as a member of the Friends of Wetzel State Park I help out in the clean up once a 
year and any help we provide to the DNR.

4 Radio Control Model Aircraft flying at the RCCD field.  Walking
5 rccd flying club
6 Radio Control Flying
7 RC Flying and hiking. But, I vist much more than once a week.
8 radio control airplanes
9

10  I used to board my horse near Wetzel and would ride in there at times. Would have loved to do it more often,but 
it is very overgrowed and inaccessable in the places we could ride.

11 hiking, nature walks
12 Flying R/c planes.
13
14 I have never been there.... only heard about it the other day.
15 Radio Control airplanes
16 Hiking through the woods and trails  watching migrating birds  bow hunt  fly rc aircraft
17 Flying radio control airplanes.
18 radio control flying  hiking  hunting
19 radio control club flying  and  bow hunting

20

I'm the newsletter editor for the Radio Control Club of Detroit and fly at least 3 times a week...sometimes more 
than that in good weather. www.rccd.org     I'm also Pres. of The St. Clair Flats Wildfowl Association (decoy 
carving and hunting group) and I've hunted Wetzel since it was a put-take pheasant area and I hunt it now that we 
have some great ponds for duck and goose hunting.  www.scfwa.com    I'm also Pres/owner of Lock Stock & 
Barrell, Inc., manufacturing duck hunting boats and decoys and many of our customers use Wetzel also. 

21 I ride my horse.
22 walking.  watching the rc aircraft fly.  relaxation.

What activities do you currently enjoy at the Recreation Area?ID 3. 

4. 
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1
2

3 The land that is Wetzel park was farm land when the DNR purchased it in 1969. As far as I can see there is no 
historical significant resources in the park.

4 No, other than the Wetzel memorial
5 no
6 no

7 RCCD has added much to the total visitor attendance.  By attending one or more of the advertised RC events 
many attendees follow up by coming back to the park for other uses.

8 not at the rec area  
9
10 A large undeveloped area that would be wonderful for horseback riding.
11 no
12
13
14 none
15 None
16 no
17
18 yes
19 no

20 Yes.......RCCD (model airplane flying club) has installed a permanent/historical monument to the man who the 
park is named for.

21 No.

22 There is always history at all locations but I am not of aware of any significant resources.  History has a 
place...primarily in a book unless really significant to the location. then an exhibit is often appropriate.

Are there any historically significant resources of which you are aware? ID

1
2 Greenspace.  
3 The education of our youth and the time and the place, Wetzel Park, to accomplish this.
4 Forestry and wetlands
5
6 Rural Setting
7 Preservation of exiting land uses
8 all
9

10  Trees,meadows,wildlife,a place to park a trailer,a place to get water for horses.
11 Coon Creek, freshwater impoundments, prairie areas
12
13
14 horseback riding trails
15 wetlands
16
17 Hunting & fishing
18 clean water
19 keeping some natural areas
20 Wetlands and open spaces for recreation-flying and hunting.

21 The important resource at Wetzel S.R.A. are the woodland areas which are limited but it would be good to beable 
to enjoy them too with some trail through them.

22 The relaxing aspect.  I also like watching the rc aircraft flying park.  I hope you will not chase this activity away.

What natural resources are most important to you?     ID 5. 

6. 
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1
2 Wildlife, wetland study.  Naturalist led outdoor classes and iterprative walks.

3
Every year The Radiocontrol club of Detroit brings in from 60 to 100 young boys & girls and gives them basic 
theory and a chance to fly radio controled minature aircraft withan instructor on duel controls. I would like to see 
this program expandes. Many of our engineers, astronauts and pilots started out with just such an experience.

4
5
6 Wildlife Conservation
7 RCCD holds several Kids nights for the sole purpose of educating our kids about manned flight.
8 same as current or increasing
9

10

11

hunter safety courses, various conservation education seminars - native plants of Wetzel, bats of Macomb 
County, etc., stormwater management, riparian ecosystems and their importance, etc.  The Macomb 
Conservation District and other natural resource cooperators such as Pheasants Forever Macomb County 
chapter, etc. could possibly contribute to these future opportunities.

12
13
14 Educate birdwatchers that horses are thier fiends.  Horse droppings feed birds!
15
16
17 Teaching young people about building and flying model aircraft.
18 same as current
19

20

Our model airplane club does a lot of education of adults as well as children and several fellas, who started with 
the club, have gone on to careers in aviation-design and commercial flying.    We do a lot with disadvantaged 
children and kids who are in sanctuary from battered homes...teaching them about model airplanes, flying and the 
care and concern of our members.    I'm also a member of The Michigan Duck Hunters Association and there is 
some stream/wetlands & waterfowl education conducted with our Youth.

21 Interpitive nature walk and bird watching areas.
22 Same thoughts as above.

What would you like to see in terms of education or interpretation opportunities? ID

1
2
3 No
4 No
5 no
6 no
7
8 not at the rec area
9

10
11 no
12
13
14
15 None
16 no
17 Yes, but not at Wetzel state park.
18 no
19 no
20 NO
21 No.
22 Same thoughts as above.  

Are there any culturally significant resources of which you are aware
(i.e. related to native American or early European settlement cultures)? ID

8. 

7. 
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1
2 I would say all except campground unless that were a limited use such as group camping by permit only.
3 Camp ground  wetland study  Flying field

4 Preference would be for the primitive nature of the park to remain.  Do NOT open the park for dirt-bikes, ATVs, 
snowmobiles etc.

5
6 primitive
7 A diverse use park where old and young can enjoy the fruits of our land.
8 it must allow for activities requested by the public which cannot be accomplished elsewhere
9
10 A natural area that could incorporate a campground for multi-use.

11
an undeveloped natural area or park that provides areas for hiking, hunting, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, 
radio controlled flying, birdwatching, wildlife observation, nature-walking (i.e., multiple use as on our federal 
national wildlife refuges)

12
13 To be determined
14 primitive

15 Keep it the way it is. Allow the Radio Control Club of Detroit to remain at its present location. We are about the 
only group that regularly uses the park and cares about it much more than the general public.

16 primitive,natural area
17 Semi primitive
18 natural and recreational as per law.
19 natural area for the majority of land
20 Wetlands and recreation.  I think the camp-ground area is a bad idea.
21 A Natural area that allows for a number of different recreational activities and also a rustic camping area.

22 an area that is void of houses and businesses.  somewhere to go and relax without the busy lifestyle you could 
find in numerous city/county parks around.

What should the identity for this park be?ID

1

2 An escape from civilization, work and everyday life, for a few moments or a full day.  A place to relax and enjoy 
the outdoors.

3 Fun, enjoyable for the whole family.
4 Pleasant experience, easy parking, ready access to the facilities.
5
6 .
7 Safe, relaxing and most of all a desire to return.

8 whatever he/she would like it to be. every person will see the same situation with a different perspective or 
opinion.  

9
10 In tune with nature
11 Balanced and natural with multi-use choices: hunting, hiking, nature walking, snowmobiling, etc.
12
13 Satisfying.
14
15
16 To come to the park and be able to walk around and enjoy the surroundings what ever your interest might   be
17 Something pleasurable.
18 peaceful,educational, entertaining, participative
19
20 Enjoyable without over crowding or over use
21 Relaxing area so vistiors can appreciate nature and get rejuvenated.

22 As it is now.  I feel this survey is trying to pull thoughts directed toward driving change to the park.  and you may 
well get what you want...but it is not what I would desire.

What should the visitor experience be like?ID

10. 

9. 



B−11 Wetzel State Recreation Area  Draft General Management Plan 

1

2 There are always perceived conflicts between hunters and other users of the park.  Most could be eliminated 
through education.

3 NO

4 One lone neighbor with a very long history of complaints in regard to model airplane noise. Closer neighbors have 
no problem.

5 Im not aware of any conflicts

6 Removing RCCD from there current field is a unintelligant idea. This club has been helping keep Wetzel up for 
years no. Inserting Money and work to keep it up.

7 None 
8 yes
9

10 People who are not familiar with equistrian activities,may object.Most horse people are very good about cleaning 
up after their animals and we are very conservation minded.

11 Hiking trails and other potentials for 2 or more people to gather in readily accessible walking or other type routes 
could impede the use of the area for hunting purposes.  

12
13 Not that I knopw of!
14
15 None
16 no
17 Only from people that dislike other people who are enjoing their hobby
18 yes
19 no
20 Known conflicts would come from increased motorized useage of the park by ATV/RV & motor cycles.
21 Their could be conflicts between hunters and other users during certian times of the year.

22 no.  again, I enjoy watching the rc aircraft that frequent the east corner in the park.  please don't chase them 
away...I have heard the rumor that this is one of your objectives.

Any known user conflicts or issues?ID 11. 

1
2 Agree
3 Agree.  

4

I would hope the 'Recreation' capability would include the current model airplane activity. The current tenant 
(RCCD) provides an outstanding opportunity for younger members of society to engage in a pleasurable pastime 
that perhaps discourages other less socially acceptable behavior. Many of the events held by the club have 
resulted in inquiries in regard to how to join ,get started and receive instruction. This is all included in the RCCD 
club constitution:...  'The purpose of this club shall be to further the advancement of radio controlled model aircraft 
in all its aspects as a hobby/sport.'  The current facility is recognized as probably the best in the surrounding area 
if not in the State of Michigan. Recreating an equivalent facility in another location would be a major undertaking.

5
6 There is no reason to upgrade the park. People are not going to use it the same as say, Stoney Creek.
7 Some what I agree.  But, there are specific that I question.  I see conflicts between hunting and preservation.
8 disgree
9

10
11 agree
12
13 Comments are aleady on file.
14 we need more horseback riding trails in this part of MI
15
16 yes
17 I disagree
18
19 would not like to see the current park ussage/pla changed

20 I think a lot has been assumed by Lenox that makes them think they have any type of control of the park.  I'd 
rather that Lenox keep out of it and leave the park as it currently stands.

21 I agree with the Core Values.
22 It is so general and subject to inturpretation how could one agree or disagree.  It all depends on your agenda.

Do you agree/disagree with purpose and significance?ID 12. 
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1
2 There are always perceived conflicts between hunters and other users of the park.  Most could be eliminated 
3 NO
4 One lone neighbor with a very long history of complaints in regard to model airplane noise. Closer neighbors have 
5 Im not aware of any conflicts

6 Removing RCCD from there current field is a unintelligant idea. This club has been helping keep Wetzel up for 
years no. Inserting Money and work to keep it up.

7 None 
8 yes
9

10 People who are not familiar with equistrian activities,may object.Most horse people are very good about cleaning 
up after their animals and we are very conservation minded.

11 Hiking trails and other potentials for 2 or more people to gather in readily accessible walking or other type routes 
could impede the use of the area for hunting purposes.  

12
13 Not that I knopw of!
14
15 None
16 no
17 Only from people that dislike other people who are enjoing their hobby
18 yes
19 no
20 Known conflicts would come from increased motorized useage of the park by ATV/RV & motor cycles.
21 Their could be conflicts between hunters and other users during certian times of the year.

22 no.  again, I enjoy watching the rc aircraft that frequent the east corner in the park.  please don't chase them 
away...I have heard the rumor that this is one of your objectives.

Any known user conflicts or issues?ID

1
2 Agree
3 Agree.  

4

I would hope the 'Recreation' capability would include the current model airplane activity. The current tenant 
(RCCD) provides an outstanding opportunity for younger members of society to engage in a pleasurable pastime 
that perhaps discourages other less socially acceptable behavior. Many of the events held by the club have 
resulted in inquiries in regard to how to join ,get started and receive instruction. This is all included in the RCCD 
club constitution:...  'The purpose of this club shall be to further the advancement of radio controlled model aircraft 
in all its aspects as a hobby/sport.'  The current facility is recognized as probably the best in the surrounding area 

5
6 There is no reason to upgrade the park. People are not going to use it the same as say, Stoney Creek.
7 Some what I agree.  But, there are specific that I question.  I see conflicts between hunting and preservation.
8 disgree
9
10
11 agree
12
13 Comments are aleady on file.
14 we need more horseback riding trails in this part of MI
15
16 yes
17 I disagree
18
19 would not like to see the current park ussage/pla changed

20 I think a lot has been assumed by Lenox that makes them think they have any type of control of the park.  I'd 
rather that Lenox keep out of it and leave the park as it currently stands.

21 I agree with the Core Values.
22 It is so general and subject to inturpretation how could one agree or disagree.  It all depends on your agenda.

Do you agree/disagree with purpose and significance?ID

11. 

12. 
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1
2 Agree.
3 I disagree  Keep the flying field just as it is.

4 I would like to see the RCCD field become a developed recreation zone instead of a Natural Resource zone. To 
my mind, categorization of the current area would not illogically separate different areas of the park.

5
6 See above
7 NO.  I do not agree with plan.  I see no evidence of conflict as stated.
8 greatly disagree
9
10 not sure

11 Disagree - selection of management zones should not classify the use of the flying field as a non-compatible use.  
Justification for such non-compatibility was not explained in the document.

12
13 Agree
14 we need more horseback riding trails in this part of MI
15 I disagree. The RCCD club should be allowed to stay in the park. 
16 Agree except I would alow RCCD to continue to lease the land they currently have.
17
18 yes
19

20
Mostly, I agree with the management zones.  I would not displace the flying club as was originally suggested in 
the plan.......where is was stated that our activities are incompatible with the other activities of the park.  Last year 
we brought over 7000 visitors to the park as a result of our activities and events.
I do NOT Agree with all the Management Zones for Wetzel SRA. I do NOT think the primitive area zone should go 
right up to the roads. I think there should be about a 30 foot wide area running along Werderman rd, 27 Mile rd, 
and Omo rd that is zoned Natural Resource Recreation area so an UNPAIVED multiuse/safty path could be 
developed.  I strong disagree with the statement and ask that this statement be removed that in - Natural 
Resource Recreation Zone Draft- under-Recreation Opportunities- 'While equestrian use and biking are typically 
allowable uses in the Ntural Resources Recreation Zone, the current size of the recreation area is too small to 
accommodate them.'  Their may not be enough area for 3 separate user trails (hiking, equestrian, bike) but there 
is enough for a multi-use trail. A joint Hiking/equestrian trail could work out well in a Wetzel SRA.  In Macomb 
county their is currently only 10 miles of trails for equestrian use at Wolcott Mill Metropark.  These are shared with 
hikers and it has been working fine. 
Their are over 1000 equestrians registered to ride at Wolcott Mill and equestrian trail riding is a growing 
recreational activity there is a need for more trails in macomb county.  Other SRA with equestrian trails are over 
50 miles from Wetzel SRA. I think a hiking/equestrian multi-use trail is viable in the limited space at Wetzel SRA. 

22 Protect the flying zone.

21

Do you agree with Management Zones?ID 13. 



1

2 I am incredibly pleased with what I've seen so far in the management draft especially that the plan is to keep the 
park predominately natural.

3

I feel that an organization such as The Radio Control Club of Detroit that is 53 years old with a 250 + members 
and has been in the park for 23 years should be aloud to stay in the park.  And it should be backed buy the DNR 
and Lenox Twonship. You can ask any young family who has spent an afternoon with us at one of our events and 
they will tell you what a good time they had and how enjoyable it was. This is what the park should be about, 
people enjoying them selves.

4

As a R/C flyer I am naturally concerned at the proposal to eliminate that activity from the park.  Our club has an 
excellent record of relationships with the DNR, maintenance of our part of the facility and of drawing people to the 
area who did not even know it existed. I am not sure I understand why continued use would be incompatible.  I 
have no interest in remaining anonymous. I am Keith Jones, RCCD club member. I live in Washington Township. 
My phone number is 586-255-8038, my email is kaydeejay9@yahoo.com.

5 I think we should be able to keep are flying site were it is, we have no conflicts with hunters or walkers. If any 
thing the rccd club brings people into the park. 

6 Mostly, I feel that moving everything around for joggers and bikers is a bad idea. This park averages more RC 
flyers per week than it will receive in joggers/bikers/hikers etc.

7
The Management plan seems to be oriented toward financial gain as opposed to recreational use.  How can 
Tourism be applied as used in the MGM2 model.  Other neglected areas are; the parks currently having RC club 
outtings or offerings such as open flying.

8
9

10 PLEASE JUST CONSIDER ALLOWING HORSES AND HORSE PEOPLE ACCESS TO WETZEL STATE LAND.

11
12
13 Not at this time.
14 we need more horseback riding trails in this part of MI
15
16
17
18
19

20

The Radio Control Club of Detroit has proven to be the best Stewarts of Wetzel that you have.  We're also the 
ones instrumental in creating the Friends of Wetzel.  It doesn't make any sense to mess with that.    Hunters (true 
hunters & not the slobs) are also Stewarts of the land and can not be discounted in their contribution.  I and many 
of my hunting friends consistently come out of the area with more trash than we went in with....helping to clean 
while we're there.  Thanks much and good luck,  Lou Tisch  36568 Boyce Drive  Clinton Township, MI  48035  
www.lockstockbarrell.com  www.eallendecoys.com  www.rccd.org  www.scfwa.com 

21
I would like 5+ miles of hiking/equestrian trails with a staging area for equestrians and a rustic camp that would 
include equestrian to be developed at Wetzel SRA. Stop anymore mitigated wetlands development at WSRA. I 
feeel that their would NOT be any conflict with the fly field and equestrians trail usage.

22 Protect the flying zone.

Comments?ID 14. 
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